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26 March 2026​ ​ ​                                                                       Term 1 Week 7 

 
 

Kia Ora, Kamusta, Āyubōvan, Sata srī akāla, Namaskāra,  
Hallå, Dia dhuit, Kam na mauri, Mālō e Lelei, Hello 

 
Kia Ora Parents and Whanau 
 

On Saturday our students competed at the Southland Primary Schools Athletics in Invercargill. 
Congratulations to Kate Cruickshank who is the 10 year old High Jump Champion; and Olivia 
Davis who came third in the 12 year old 100 metres. 
On Wednesday a group of 23 students went to the Northern Zone Swimming Sports in Te Anau. 
Congratulations to the following: Ella Johnstone, 1st Freestyle, 1st Backstroke, 1st Breaststroke; 
Sam Rossiter 1st Freestyle; Georgia Martin, 2nd Backstroke; Kaiden O’Connor, 2nd Freestyle; 
James Johnstone, 3rd Backstroke; Jimmy Blatch, 3rd Backstroke; and the 9 year old relay team 
of  Kaiden, Leigh, Bede and Matthew, who came second. All had a great day, learnt new things 
and were fabulous ambassadors for Riversdale School. 
 
Congratulations to Lachie Kidd who went to the Pipe Band Nationals in New Plymouth last 
weekend. Lachie plays in the Hokonui Celtic Band and they came 3rd in Medley, 3rd in Street 
March and 6th Overall. 
 
Community Assembly is this afternoon at 1:30pm - come along! 
 
Next Thursday we are taking the students along to the Maize Maze in their Whanau house 
groups. Hopefully you have seen the message come through on Hero. We would love for 
students to dress in the Whānau house colours. They will need a raincoat and gumboots. We 
also need some extra parent helpers so if you are free, head to the Hero post and indicate on the 
survey what times you can help out. 
 
Term 1 finishes next Thursday afternoon, Term 2 starts again on Monday 20th April. 
 
Don’t forget the Ki O Rahi Tournament tomorrow (Friday) afternoon from 4:40-6:30. Come along 
and have some fun. We will have the BBQ cranked up. 

 

Nga mihi, 
Bronwyn and the Riversdale Staff 
 

Te manu kai iro, nōna te ngahere; te manu kai mātauranga, 
nōna te ao 

The bird that eats the miro berries, theirs is the forest; the bird that consumes 
knowledge, the world is theirs 

mailto:office@riversdale.school.nz


 
News From the Riversdale School Board 

At our meeting on Monday night we discussed the impact on student attendance that junior 
rugby Friday afternoon practices have during terms 2 and 3. This is in line with our Attendance 
Plan and the Ministry of Education’s target of 80% of students attending school 90% of the 
time. After discussion with the Rugby Club and the Waikaia School Board we have asked the 
Rugby Club to schedule practices after school.  
 
We also looked at 4 policies: Alcohol and Drugs, Cellphones and other Digital Devices, Digital 
Technology and Online Safety, and Sun Protection. If you wish to see these policies feel free to 
go to our SchoolDocs page (see login details below). 
 
The Playground Committee has started the process of gathering information about proposed 
suppliers for our new playground. The Board and Home and School are working closely to raise 
money for this big project. 
 
The Deep Cove risk analysis management plans have all been approved ready for camp in the 
first week of next term. 
 
We discussed a query from the parent community regarding the possibility of a school uniform. 
Please keep an eye out on Hero for more on this next week. 
 
The next Board meeting will be Monday 4th May. 

 
Coming Up…. 

Term 1 
26 March​ ​ Community Assembly, 1:30pm in the school hall 
27 March​ ​ After School Ki O Rahi tournament 
2 April​ ​ Visit to the Maize Maze 
2 April 2026​ ​ Final day of Term 1 
 
Term 2 
20 April​ ​ Term 2 begins 
20-23 April​ ​ Deep Cove Camp - Year 7 & 8’s 
27 April​ ​ ​ Anzac Day Observed - School Closed 
4 May​ ​ ​ Board Meeting, 7pm - Agenda closes 12 noon Thursday 30 April 
21 May​ ​ ​ John Parsons visit (cyber safety) 
22 May​ ​ ​ Waimea Cross Country at Waikaia 
2 June​ ​ ​ Teachers Only Day 
3 June​ ​ ​ Northern Cross Country at Waikaia 
12 June​ ​ ​ Southland Cross Country 
3 July ​ ​ ​ Term 2 Ends 
 
 

 



Kei te pai - Well done to our STARS OF THE WEEK!   
You all displayed the school values so well. 

Certificates from Term 1, Week 6

 
 

 STAR OF THE WEEK Te Reo Māori Learner of the Week 

Room 7 Harry Emma S 

Room 6 Bella Jimmy 

Room 5 Emily Leigh 

Room 4 Jujahr Angus 

Room 3 Victor Scout 

Room 2 Colton James 

Room 1 Willa Methuki 
 

Ki O Rahi Tournament 
Coming up on Friday 27th March we are having a Ki o Rahi tournament for children and parents. 
The students have loved learning and playing Ki O Rahi the past few years, so we thought it was 
about time to have another tournament and join it in with an informal meet the teacher evening. 
Ki O Rahi is a traditional Māori team game. The year 5-8 students have been learning to play Ki O 
Rahi and the year 1-4s have learnt Tapu Ae which is an adaptation. 

Our plan is to run the tournament after school from 4:30-6:30pm. Our Tākaro leaders will be 
selling sausages and bread (which school will provide) and baking (each family that comes 
along please bring a batch of baking) for a gold coin. The Tākaro leaders are fundraising for 
equipment and resources for their lunchtime activities. Family support to help sell sausages and 
baking would be greatly appreciated, please let me know if you can help out with this.  

We would love to have as many families as possible come along and join in the fun. Here is a 
link to find out more about the games 
https://www.r2r.org.nz/games-activities-maori-youth/ki-o-rahi.html. 
 
So we can get a gauge of numbers for the sausage sizzle, please let us know using the form 
below if you would like to join us - Are you coming to our tournament? 

https://www.r2r.org.nz/games-activities-maori-youth/ki-o-rahi.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTWSz84wVThVMFg2MdY_f2rRUkXFdqQB3OaoAnjwED9bRuvg/viewform?usp=publish-editor


 

 

 
 



 
 

 

School Buses 
Our four bus drivers are Jan Robertson, Michael Lobb, Rhonda Wilson and Paul Eason 
Please inform the driver if your child is off the bus in the morning. 
Jan Robertson – 027 6088203 
Michael Lobb – 027 3725785 
Rhonda Wilson - 027 2578895 
Paul  Eason - 021474580 
 
Please do not make any alternative arrangements with your child’s bus driver without first checking with 
the school as our bus routes are set by the Ministry of Education and we are unable to go outside of our 
transport zone to drop students in different places. We are aware that some of our buses do travel past 
houses on the driver’s way home, unfortunately this does not mean they are able to drop off students. If 
you have any questions please do not hesitate to be in touch with the school. 

 
 



 
 

 
Maize Maze 

Our first Maize Maze was a great success – we had over 650 people go through and most of 
them would have been from outside our usual fundraising circles which is great! 

We have 1 more event still to go and are still in need of some additional helpers. 

Please message Kelly-Anne Blatch 0274 857 877 if you can help out – all funds raised will be 
going towards our new school playground. 

Saturday 18th April – RIVERSDALE FIELD OF FEAR 

-​ Open 5-9pm (arrive 4.15ish for setup) 
-​ 3 more people who can help out on the day (taking money/carparking etc) 
-​ A DOZEN OR SO SCARERS - We’re looking for brave (and slightly dramatic!) members 

of our community to help bring Riversdale Fields of Fear to life! 
o​ Volunteers to be scare actors inside the maze – hiding in the corn, jumping out, 

creating spooky scenes, and giving our visitors a night they won’t forget! 
o​ You’ll be stationed in one spot within the maze & children will be paired with an 

adult supervisor. 
o​ Friends can sign up together and plan costumes. Full horror vibes – the scarier the 

better! 
o​ Guaranteed laughs (for you, maybe not for them…) 
o​ If you (or your child) are keen to be involved, please get in touch. 

-​ We also need some scary props/costumes – think ghosts/ghouls/chainsaw 
massacre/bride of chuckie…all ideas welcome – please get in touch if you have any 
Halloween stuff and may be able to help with this. 

 

Sponsors – This maze would not be possible without McClintock Contracting. A big 
thankyou to Matt & Sarah McClintock who have donated their time, let us spray out some of 
the Maize paddock and provided machinery & staff for tractor rides on the day. We would 
also like to acknowledge the following businesses and families who contributed towards the 
first event - The Warehouse Gore, Carrfields, Millenium Motors Gore, Jolly Elephant Design, 
Canvart, Naylor Love, Riversdale Lions, Hansen Family, Wilson Baird Building. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RIVERSDALE SCHOOL & COMMUNITY POOL 

 
 

Pool Annual Food Fundraiser 
The Riversdale School and Community Pool is running their annual food 
fundraiser. This year they are selling frozen asian dumplings & steamed 
buns. These are a very easy and yummy food to have in the freezer. 
Some children bring them to school for their lunch in a wee thermos and 
are still warm at lunch time. Please follow the link below to order or 
create page and give your friends and family a chance to order.  All the 
information is on the link.  
 
The Pool appreciates all the support it receives.  Contact Jo on 
0273635768 with any questions.  
 

Last day of order 5th April 
Order pick up day is 30th April  

 
https://riversdaledumplingsbuns.raiseit.co.nz/tgjtvr3s3q 

 

 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__riversdaledumplingsbuns.raiseit.co.nz_tgjtvr3s3q&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lEJAY8uYyqRMzp1RaRQt0KRX0EgsZTmBIse72kSFlYE&m=N8998HmDL1DIjIwGR8RJyl3-gngRZmXa6SkJbPqRy0f2AVbi798-qYnCxoXlExhu&s=nMGpGuHS1mNOXKTaOAWyWMG5jGO8Qjyv7nGoKzEBFTc&e=


Community Notices 

    
 
 

  
 



 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 


