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19 February 2026​​ ​                                                                       Term 1 Week 2 

 
 

Kia Ora, Kamusta, Āyubōvan, Sata srī akāla, Namaskāra,  
Hallå, Dia dhuit, Kam na mauri, Mālō e Lelei, Hello 

 
Kia Ora Parents and Whanau 
 
Coming up on Friday 27th February are the Waimea Athletics Sports which involves us, Balfour 
and Waikaia Schools. This year the event will be hosted by Balfour School at Balfour Rugby 
Grounds. See below for the timetable of the day for both Junior and Senior programmes. The 
senior programme is for students aged 7-12 years old with their age taken on the 31st December 
2025. The junior programme is for the 5 and 6 year olds.  All Riversdale school students will be 
given our sports t-shirts on Wednesday and they will need to wear black shorts with these. 
Parents will need to arrange transport for their own children to get to Balfour. If you need 
assistance to get your child/ren there please contact your child’s teacher by Tuesday 24 
February as there may be limited spaces in teachers vehicles; the school buses will not be 
running at all that day. If you have any questions about the Athletics day please get in contact 
with Miss McCall or Miss Callander. 
 
Coming up on Tuesday 3rd March the Year 8s have the opportunity to attend the GRIP 
Leadership Conference. Info was sent out on Hero yesterday to families with a paper copy 
coming home today. 
 
Just a quick reminder that children should not be coming to school before 8:30am unless you 
have made an arrangement with your child’s teacher to be at school earlier. This is essential prep 
time for the teachers. 
 
This week we have had the ERO (Education Review Office) team onsite looking at our systems, in 
our classes and talking to our wonderful students. We had a great couple of days and are looking 
forward to seeing our emerging findings next week. This was an opportunity for us to evaluate 
where we are at and make goals for improvement. 
 
There is a School Board meeting on Monday 23rd February, 7pm in the staffroom. 
 

Nga mihi, 
Bronwyn and the Riversdale Staff 
 

 

mailto:office@riversdale.school.nz


 

Senior (7-12 year old) Programme 
 

 
Programme 2026 Waimea Athletics Sports 
 
 
 

 
This programme is subject to change without notification, depending on how the day 
progresses.  Postponement day: Monday 2 March 
                                                                                           
Time/Date:  9:00am Friday 27th February 2026 (8.30am if running 1500m)         
Venue:  Balfour Rugby Grounds                       
 
Children who wish to run in the 1500m event, this will start at 8:45am before all the 
events. 
Children will need to be there 15 minutes before start time.  
 
All students assemble in the middle of the running track in their age groups at 
8.55am. 
 
5 and 6 year olds are then taken to the junior programme. 
 
After lunch all students will assemble in their age group on the inside of the track 
ready for sprint finals. 
 
Time 7 Year Olds 8 Year Olds 9 Year Olds 10 Year Olds 11/12 Years 
8:45am    1500m Assemble at the 

*1500  
9:00am Assemble Assemble  Assemble  

 
Assemble  
 

Assemble  

Children 
move when 
their event is 
completed. 
 
NB there is 
no bell 

Discus Long Jump 100/200m High Jump Shot Put  
 

Long Jump Shot Put Discus 100/200m High Jump 
 

Shot Put High Jump Long Jump Discus 100/200m 
 

High Jump 60/100m  
 

Shot Long Jump Discus 

60/100m Discus High Jump Shot Long Jump 
 

800m (final) 10 years and up 
 

Lunch Break (approx 12.30) 
Please make sure that you take lunch and plenty of water to drink.  The 
length of this break depends largely on the weather.  Food is available 
to be purchased. 



All Sprint Finals including preschool and 5 and 6 year olds 
(children to sit on inside of track 

 behind their age group sign) 

 
NB – Footwear is essential for shot put competitors.   

 

Junior (5 & 6 year olds) Programme 
Information: 

Overview of the day 

●​ 9am - Move to junior area​
         -  warm up (dance) 

●​ 9.30am - rotation 1 
●​ 10.35am-10.50am - (approx) Morning tea 
●​ 11am - rotation 2 
●​ 12pm - prize giving 
●​ 12.15pm (approx) - lunch 
●​ After lunch -  preschool, 5yr and 6yr sprints​

 

Important notes for parents/caregivers 

-​ Children will bring home a Riversdale t-shirt to wear to Athletics Day and need to wear 
black shorts/pants if they have them and sneakers (shoes appropriate for running). 

-​ Please ensure your child has their water bottle and lunch box with them in the junior area 
at all times so they have access to this when needed. 

-​ All junior students must stay in the junior area until we are finished (except for morning 
tea or using the toilet). 

-​ Sprints occur after lunch on the main track. Everyone gathers back behind age group 
signs after lunch. 

-​ Ensure your child has a sunhat and is wearing sunscreen. 
-​ No drinks will be for sale so please ensure your child has a water bottle. This can be 

refilled in the rugby clubrooms. 
-​ The Balfour Home and School will be selling sausages in bread, toasties and baking but 

children will still need their own food too. 
-​ Please let us know if you will not be attending so we can supervise your child over break 

times. 

 
Coming Up…. 

Term 1 
23 February 2026​ ​ School Board Meeting 
27 February 2026​ ​ Waimea Athletics Day at Balfour 
2-13 March 2026​ ​ REAP Swimming 
3 March 2026 ​ ​ GRIP Leadership Day for the year 8s 



9 March 2026​ ​ Teachers Only Day 
10 March 2026​ ​ Northern Athletics at Northern Southland College 
21 March​ ​ Southland athletics 
25 March​ ​ Northern Swimming Sports at Te Anau (TBC) 
26 March​ ​ Community Assembly, 1:30pm in the school hall 
27 March​ ​ After School Ki O Rahi tournament 
2 April 2026​ ​ Final day of Term 1 
 

Kei te pai - Well done to our STARS OF THE WEEK!   
You all displayed the school values so well. 

Certificates from Term 1, Week 1 

 
 STAR OF THE WEEK Te Reo Māori Learner of the Week 

Room 7 Kate Sam 

Room 6 Rumith Maatata 

Room 5 Siupeli Aroha 

Room 4 Aliya Frankii 

Room 3 Darcy Ayva 

Room 2 Chloe Chayan 

Room 1 Eli Hugo 
 



 

 
 
 

 



 
 

School Buses 
Our four bus drivers are Jan Robertson, Michael Lobb, Rhonda Wilson and Paul Eason 
Please inform the driver if your child is off the bus in the morning. 
Jan Robertson – 027 6088203 
Michael Lobb – 027 3725785 
Rhonda Wilson - 027 2578895 
Paul  Eason - 021474580 
 

Please do not make any alternative arrangements with your child’s bus driver without first 
checking with the school as our bus routes are set by the Ministry of Education and we are 
unable to go outside of our transport zone to drop students in different places. We are aware 
that some of our buses do travel past houses on the driver’s way home, unfortunately this does 
not mean they are able to drop off students. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
be in touch with the school. 

 

 
 

 

Community Notices 

 



 
 

   
 

 Junior Golf - Riversdale Golf Club 
Children's golf will start on Friday, 20th February 2026, at 3.30pm at the Riversdale Golf 
Club.  
 

All children welcome       
Contact Debbie Schriek  

0210462596 
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