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6 August 2026​ ​ ​                                                                       Term 3 Week 3 

 
Kia Ora, Kamusta, Āyubōvan, Sata srī akāla, Namaskāra,  

Hallå, Dia dhuit, Kam na mauri, Mālō e Lelei, Hello 
 

Kia Ora Parents and Whānau 
 

We have welcomed Jimmy (and parents Tennille and Brayden) and Charlie (and parents 

Danielle and Scott) into Room 1. 
 
We have had a great week of senior speeches. All of the students have done incredibly well with 
their speeches with a number of students completely out of their comfort zone, feeling the fear 
but doing it anyway!  
The school finals will be held next Tuesday 11 August starting at 1:30pm and our judge will  be 
Mrs Dianne Smith. Our Year 7&8 finalists are: Lexi McNamee, Kate Cruickshank, Georgia Martin, 
Harry Crooks and James Johnstone. Our Year 5&6 finalists are: Jimmy Blatch, Zac Johnstone, 
Harry Houghton, Indie McKee and Lucy Crooks. 
The top 2 from each age group will then move onto the Cluster Finals on Monday 17 August. 
 
Coming up next week the Year 6 students are off to Clued Up Kids in Gore.  
 
PolyFest is coming up on the 24th of August. You will have seen the message on Hero regarding  
the permission and transport slip. Please have these back to school by Monday 10th August. 
PolyFest is an amazing concert that happens over the course of a week with schools from all over 
Southland performing and sharing their learning of waiata (song) and haka. We are very proud of 
our students and they always perform beautifully. If you are unable to come along with us there 
will be a link to the live stream that you can watch and share with family members. We will send 
this out once we have it. 
 
Don’t forget the Home and School AGM on Monday 10th August, 7:30pm in the staffroom. All 
welcome to come along.  
 

Nga mihi, 
Bronwyn and the Riversdale Staff 
 
 

Ahakoa whati te manga, e takoto ana anō te kohiwi 
Although the branch is broken off, the trunk remains 

mailto:office@riversdale.school.nz


Kei te pai - Well done!  You all displayed the school values so well. 
Certificates from Week 2 

 
 STAR OF THE WEEK Te Reo Māori Learner of the Week 

Room 7 Jack Emma S 

Room 6 Dani Harry H 

Room 5 Jack J Aroha 

Room 4 Charlie Jujhar 

Room 3 Anna Leo 

Room 2 Colton Athalia 

Room 1 Patricia Esko 

 
 

News From the Board 
At the recent Board meeting we looked at the mid year Reading, Writing and 
Maths achievement and progress results. These results have been assessed 
against the new curriculums that were released in October 2025 and show that 
around 69% of our students are achieving at or above the expected level for their 
year group. Teachers are working hard to fill the gaps between the old curriculum 
and the new one, and have had some excellent professional development to 
increase their understanding of the new expectations. 
 
Coming up early next year the Board has mid-term elections. Currently we have 4 
elected members and 1 co-opted member, which leaves a vacancy that will be 
filled early next year. More information will come out about this early in the new 
year. 



 
Over the next 6 months there may be some building work going on around the 
school, fixing weatherboards, replacing radiators and replacing lighting fixtures. 
Hopefully over the summer break we will have external painting and an upgrade 
of Rooms 6 & 7. 

 

Coming Up…. 

Term 3 (keep an eye on the Hero Calendar) 
 
10th August​ Home and School AGM, 7.30,  School Staffroom 
24th August ​ Polyfest in Invercargill 
1st -4th September​ Life Education 
7th September​ Super Hero day - information later in the term 
14th-16th September​ Year 5 & 6 Camp to Bannockburn 
24th September​ Community Assembly 
25th September​ Last day of term 3​  

 
 

Term 4 
12th October​ ​Term 4 starts 
 

 
 

Pinecones For Sale 
We still have heaps of bags of pineconces for sale. Winter is coming! If you would like 
to purchase pinecones, come on down and grab them from school. They are 1x bag 

for $5 and 4x bags for $15. 
 



School Buses 
Our four bus drivers are Jan Robertson, Michael Lobb, Rhonda Wilson and Susanne Davis 
Please inform the driver if your child is off the bus in the morning. 
Jan Robertson – 027 6088203     (Kaweku - Yellow Bus) 
Michael Lobb – 027 3725785       (Wendon - Green Bus) 
Rhonda Wilson - 027 2578895     (Waipounamu - Blue Bus) 
Susanne Davis - 022 1363509      (Mandeville - Red Bus) 
 
Please do not make any alternative arrangements with your child’s bus driver without first checking with the school as 
our bus routes are set by the Ministry of Education and we are unable to go outside of our transport zone to drop 
students in different places. We are aware that some of our buses do travel past houses on the driver’s way home, 
unfortunately this does not mean they are able to drop off students. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
be in touch with the school. 

 

 
AGM - 10th August 
Our Home and School AGM is being held on 10 August at 7.30 in the staff room.  

We warmly invite anyone interested to come along and would love to welcome some new faces to our 
general committee— there’s no expectation to take on a formal role (unless you want one!)— but we 
need a few others to contribute ideas, help with planning, and lend a hand from time to time.  

Apologies to Julie 0278254954 
 

Playground Fundraiser - Riversdale $2000 Grocery Giveaway 
The Riversdale Grocery Giveaway is underway - and there is a huge $2000 in grocery vouchers up 
for grabs! 

Tickets are just $6 each – and can be easily purchased  online at 
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BDZC or scan the QR code on the image. 

Each child has 15 tickets to sell. We're currently sitting at just over 50% sold so we need your help to 
make this fundraiser a success. Please share with friends, family, neighbours — everyone counts! The 
winners will be drawn at the next school assembly. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.trybooking.com_nz_BDZC&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lEJAY8uYyqRMzp1RaRQt0KRX0EgsZTmBIse72kSFlYE&m=HLBGUHzkANUeiQDKHkSfeDKhXzgalJ0m6z8_6bLWXOb5lG1XPRdeHJAtsp-SyZKU&s=CfZgddKn26IoSqXJkrvwzlvcuqLO2Pc801VlAqRxNJw&e=


Riversdale Beanies - $35 
To order email riversdalehas@gmail.com . 
 

Facebook Page 
Please join our Facebook page ‘Riversdale Home and School’ to keep up to date with all our latest 
info. 

Thanks 

Home & School Committee – Kelly-Anne, Ronee, Julie & Jenna. 
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