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Kia Ora, Kamusta, Āyubōvan, Sata srī akāla, Namaskāra,  
Hallå, Dia dhuit, Kam na mauri, Mālō e Lelei, Hello 

 
Kia Ora Parents and Whanau 
 
Welcome back to the 2026 school year. We are excited to have everyone back at school. 
Yesterday we welcomed our new students and their families, along with our new staff members. 
Welcome to Eli (and parents Rachel & Ryan), Maylee (and parents Zoe & Benji), Methuki (and 
parents Chamodi & Rukshan), Esko (and parents Tania & Anthony), Willa (and parents Paige & 
Rob), Austin & Dakotah (and dad Brandon), Harley (and parents Deanna & Shane), Suipeli (and 
dad Suipeli), and Margaux (and parents Sarah and Alex). We also welcome Mrs Treana Morton 
who is teaching in Room 7, and Jordan McCleod and Sarah Simister who are our 2 new 
teachers’ aides. 
 
As we start the new year it is important that all students have a sunhat to wear at break times or 
for any outdoor lessons. The sunhat must have a brim that goes all the way around, no caps are 
allowed. The Home and School have sunhats you can order with your child’s name printed - see 
below for information. Students must also wear their safety vets to and from school every day, 
even if they are getting in a car at the school gate. 
 
Coming up are the Waimea Athletics on Friday 27th of February, which are being run by 
Balfour school this year. This is a full day event and parents will need to organise transport for 
their children to the event. More details will come out next week. 
 
Following on from athletics we have 2 weeks of REAP swimming lessons - every day, from 
the 2nd to the 13th of March. The REAP swimming lessons are centred around water safety 
and survival. It is essential the students bring their togs and towel every day. If they forget we will 
be getting you to bring them down to school as this is part of our school curriculum. If for some 
reason your child is not swimming please inform your child’s teacher via the caregiver 
communication on the Hero App.  
 
On Monday the 9th of March we will be having a Teacher Only Day to work on our knowledge 
and understanding of the new Mathematics and Statistics Curriculum. The school will be closed 
on this day. 
 
This year we have a goal around increasing student attendance at school, in line with the 
government's objective of 80% of students attending regularly which is 90% of the time. On the 
Hero app you can easily see your child’s attendance level. Did you know if your child has 1 day 
off a week they will miss 8 weeks of learning throughout the year? That is nearly 1 whole term! 
See below for a graphic about student attendance.  
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If you have any change of after school arrangements that you need to let your child know about 
please let the office know before 2:30pm. You can either call (2025814) or text (0275553534). 
 
As always if you have any concerns regarding your child at school please contact your child’s 
teacher in the first instance. If the matter needs further discussion then the principal will be 
brought into the conversation. We want to partner with you in your child’s education, when we 
can talk about small things and resolve them we can stop big situations or issues from 
happening. 
 

Nga mihi, 
Bronwyn and the Riversdale Staff 
 

 
Coming Up…. 

Term 1 
9 February 2026​ ​ First day of Term 1 
27 February 2026​ ​ Waimea Athletics Day at Balfour 
2-13 March 2026​ ​ REAP Swimming 
3 March 2026 ​ ​ GRIP Leadership Day for the year 8s 
9 March 2026​ ​ Teachers Only Day 
10 March 2026​ ​ Northern Athletics at Northern Southland College 
21 March​ ​ Southland athletics 
25 March​ ​ Northern Swimming Sports at Te Anau (TBC) 
26 March​ ​ Community Assembly, 1:30pm in the school hall 
27 March​ ​ After School Ki O Rahi tournament 
2 April 2026​ ​ Final day of Term 1 
 

 



 
 



 
 

School Buses 
Our four bus drivers are Jan Robertson, Michael Lobb, Rhonda Wilson and Paul Eason 
Please inform the driver if your child is off the bus in the morning. 
Jan Robertson – 027 6088203 
Michael Lobb – 027 3725785 
Rhonda Wilson - 027 2578895 
Paul  Eason - 021474580 
 
Please do not make any alternative arrangements with your child’s bus driver without first 
checking with the school as our bus routes are set by the Ministry of Education and we are 
unable to go outside of our transport zone to drop students in different places. We are aware 
that some of our buses do travel past houses on the driver’s way home, unfortunately this 
does not mean they are able to drop off students. If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to be in touch with the school. 

 



 
 

 
 

SCHOOL SUN HAT ORDER 
Wide brimmed hats are compulsory in terms 1 & 4 - NO CAPS 

The Home & School do a bulk order of branded school hats with the school name on the 
front and child's initials on the back so they are easily returned to their owner. 

●​ Available in two sizes - 54cm and 58cm. 
●​ Orders close next Monday 16th February and hats will arrive a couple of weeks after 

that. 
●​ $ 25 each - payment to: Riversdale Home & School Association 03 0915 0253006 00 

reference "sunhat" and your name. 

If you would like to purchase please email riversdalehas@gmail.com with your size and what 
you want printed on the back of the hat - there is space for and first or last name, or initial & 
last name e.g. Blatch/K Blatch 

 

Community Notices 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 Junior Golf - Riversdale Golf Club 
Children's golf will start on Friday, 20th February 2026, at 3.30pm at the Riversdale Golf Club.  
 

All children welcome       
Contact Debbie Schriek  

0210462596 
 

 



   

 
 
 

 


