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4 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​                                                        Term 4 Week 9 
 

Kia Ora, Kamusta, Āyubōvan, Sata srī akāla, Namaskāra,  
Hallå, Dia dhuit, Kam na mauri, Hallo, Hello 

 

Kia Ora Parents and Whānau, 
 

We have had a busy term of staffing and have announced the new staff members for 2026. 
During the last week we have been through an internal appointment process for our new Deputy 
Principal. Miss Kimberley Harper had previously been the Deputy Principal but has decided to 
relinquish this role after taking another year’s leave. We are pleased to announce that Mrs 
Lynette King will be the new permanent Deputy Principal starting in 2026. 
 
Coming up tomorrow we have got our final house challenge. We would love to see all the 
children dressed in their house colours tomorrow. The house lists were posted on Hero 
yesterday. 
 
Also coming up on Monday 15th of December, at 7pm, we have our annual Year 8 Graduation 
Celebration. All are welcome to come, please bring a supper plate to share. 
 
On Wednesday 17th December we have a fun day planned for the school. Room 7 has been 
creating products for a Market Day. They are now in the marketing stage of the process - at the 
bottom of this newsletter has the price lists of what will be on offer. Keep an eye out on Hero for 
all the updates of products on offer. This will be followed by a Colour Run and water fight. We 
ask all children to bring along $2 for the colour run and to wear a white T-shirt (or an old light 
coloured T-shirt). Parents and family members are invited to come along to both events and get 
involved. Come along with your picnic lunch at 12pm, bring your coins and join the fun.  More 
details will come out later. 
 
The Board has started the process of replacing the Big Adventure Playground and the Home and 
School are getting behind the fundraising efforts. In early 2026 the fundraising kicks off with a 
Maize Maze (see details below). This is an amazing opportunity for the whole school community 
to get involved, and we need lots of you. If you can help out contact Kelly-Anne Blatch. 
 
Don’t forget the Working Bee this Saturday 6th December from 9am-12pm at school. We would 
love to see as many of you as possible. Come along with your wheelbarrows, shovels, spades 
and trimming equipment.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 

Nga mihi nui, 
Bronwyn and the Riversdale Staff 
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Inā kei te mohio koe ko wai koe, I anga mai koe I hea, kei 
te mohio koe, kei te anga atu ki hea 

If you know who you are and where you are from, then you will know where you are going 

 

Kei te pai - Well done!  You all displayed the school values so well. 
Certificates from Term 4, Week 5 

 

 
Manawaroa 
Resilience 

Whakaute 
Respect 

Kawenga 
Responsible 

Te Reo Māori Learner of 
the Week 

Room 7 Nicole Ben Hannah S Georgia 

Room 6 Max Jaelyn Priyah Olivia 

Room 5 Aroha Evie Harry H Harry S 

Room 4 Toby R Ollie Jack S Skylar 

Room 3 Beau Meila Matilda Phoebe 

Room 2 Blake Anna Ayva Henry 

Room 1 Hugo Jack Isabelle Charlie 

 
Coming Up…. 
Term 4 
15 December​ ​ Year 8 Graduation Night, 7pm 
17 December​ ​ Colour Run and Room 7 Market Day 
19 December​ ​ Last day of school - finish at 12:45pm 
 
2026 
9 February 2026​ ​ First day of Term 1 
27 February 2026​ ​ Waimea Athletics Day at Balfour 
9 March 2026​ ​ Teachers Only Day 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

School Buses 
Our four bus drivers are Jan Robertson, Michael Lobb, Rhonda Wilson and Anne Brown 
Please inform the driver if your child is off the bus in the morning. 
Jan Robertson – 027 6088203 
Michael Lobb – 027 3725785 
Rhonda Wilson - 027 2578895 
Paul  - 021474580 
 
Please do not make any alternative arrangements with your child’s bus driver without first 
checking with the school as our bus routes are set by the Ministry of Education and we are 
unable to go outside of our transport zone to drop students in different places. We are aware 
that some of our buses do travel past houses on the driver’s way home, unfortunately this 
does not mean they are able to drop off students. If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to be in touch with the school. 
 
Go Bus are on the lookout for 2 full time drivers for next year and some relief drivers. If 
this sounds like you contact Nicki Stevens at Go Bus 0272892624 



 

 
 

 
 

Fundraiser for New School Playground 🌟 
Next year our Home & School will kick off fundraising for the brand-new school 
playground, planned for 2026 – something the kids of Riversdale School will enjoy for 
years to come. 

We’re excited to be launching our very first fundraiser in partnership with McClintock 
Contracting Ltd and the Waikaia Forest Trails Trust… and it’s a Maize Maze! 

McClintock Contracting has generously sectioned off one of their maize paddocks near 
Riversdale and it’s currently being transformed into a twisting, turning puzzle that will 
be perfect for families and adventurers of all ages. We’re confident this unique attraction 
will draw visitors from well beyond our local community and help raise much-needed 
funds for both groups. 

Because we’re partnering with the Waikaia Trails Trust, we can share the volunteer 
workload. Home & School will need to supply 8 volunteers per day. Extended family, 
grandparents, siblings and ex-pupils (12+) are welcome to help. 

Volunteer roles include: 

●​ Front desk (collecting money and signing people in/out) 



 

●​ Sweepers (walking through the maze to ensure everyone is safe and the maze is 
respected) 

●​ BBQ helpers 
●​ Tractor & digger rides (vehicles provided) 

​
We’re still ironing out some details, but we’d love to start putting a team together for the 
three planned open days (10am–4pm): 

●​ Sunday 8th February (fun end to the long weekend) 
●​ Saturday 14th March 
●​ Sunday 18th April — final weekend of the school holidays, with a possible 12+ 

“fright night” maze from 7–9pm 
​
If you’re able to help on any of these dates, please comment below or message 
Kelly-Anne Blatch on 0274 857 877. We know it’s well in advance and plans may change, 
but having names down early will help us organise possible split shifts and keep the 
workload light — especially for the 8th February event which is just before school starts. 

We would also appreciate any help with (again please contact Kelly-Anne): 

●​ Media or advertising contacts/ideas to help spread the word 
●​ Donations of sausages for the BBQ 

​
Thank you for supporting our school and our kids 🌿 

Riversdale Home & School Committee 

 

 



 

Labels 
Looking to buy clothing or book labels or stamps for next year? 

e’ve got a fundraising code setup using the link below and Home & School will get 20% of the 
lue of your order back  

 
tps://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__preciouslabels.co.nz_-3Fref-3DRIVERSDALE
CHOOL&d=DwIFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lEJAY8uYyqRMzp1R
RQt0KRX0EgsZTmBIse72kSFlYE&m=wwsFXmCgGX3uiSBHfTUnQ5YfO18sL2RMMGX7FfT6rG8Gl8

PfgCxLUfqQB510f-tt&s=Diaerxg7DDvydGzHmIchNkfx665WVNBhKlPuXvxTPkg&e= 
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Community Notices 
RIVERSDALE RECREATION RESERVES COMMITTEE 

NOTICE OF AGM 
Wednesday 21st January 2026, 7.30pm, Rugby Clubrooms 

  

●​ To organise the Annual Prime Lamb & Calf Competition which will be held 20th Feb 2026 
  

●​ This Major fundraiser supports the Riversdale School and other local non-profit 
organisations. 

For more information- 
●​ Lambs, Murray Napier 021475853 
●​ Calves, Greg Reed 0272764410 and Glen Cunnigham  

We would like a representative from each of the following groups to attend the AGM please: 
Bowls, Golf, Tennis, Cricket, School, Pony Club, Swimming Pool, St John, Hockey, Rugby, 
Grounds keeper, Persons in charge of contacting Farmers and sponsors.   
Also welcome to the public! 
 

   



 

   
 

      



 

   

  
 



 

Market Day Price Lists 

     
 

    
 



 

     

    
 
 


