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20 August 2026​ ​ ​                                                                       Term 3 Week 5 

 
Kia Ora, Kamusta, Āyubōvan, Sata srī akāla, Namaskāra,  

Hallå, Dia dhuit, Kam na mauri, Mālō e Lelei, Hello 
 

Kia Ora Parents and Whānau 
 
Polyfest is nearly here! We are excited to share our Kapa Haka learning with you and the 
audience in Invercargill on Monday. See the information below regarding what is happening on 
the day.  
If your child is not coming because they are unwell on the day please let us know through 
absences on Hero so they can be marked absent on the roll. The buses will not be running in the 
afternoon so you will need to come and pick your child/children up from school. We will let you 
know when we are leaving Invercargill so you can meet them at school. If you have a younger 
child that needs a car seat please send that along in the morning. As always please let your bus 
driver know on Monday morning if your child will not be coming to school on the bus. If you have 
any questions please do not hesitate to call. As everyone will be in Invercargill for the day any 
children not attending Polyfest will need to be at home. 
 
At the end of the week, Friday 28th August, we have a number of students from years 4-8 
heading up to Waikaia to compete in a Ki O rahi tournament. They will also get to join in on the 
Waikaia School Daffodil Day activities. Please send along a few dollars that they can spend for 
lunch and activities. All money raised goes to the Cancer Foundation. 
 
Friday 4th September will be Miss Callander’s final day with us as she heads off for her maternity 
leave. We wish her well and eagerly await the news of her new little one. We welcome back Miss 
Kimberely Harper who will be teaching 2 days a week in Room 3, alongside Mrs 
Blatch who will continue to teach the other 3 days. 
 
Congratulations to Jimmy Blatch and James Johnstone who came 1st and 2nd 
on their age groups in Round Two of the Southland Speech competition. They 
are now off to the Northern and Western Area final in 2 weeks. 
 
We have a number of bugs going around the school at the moment. There have 
been positive tests for Influenza A and a terrible tummy bug. Please keep your 
child home until they are well. We are having to send children home again who have come back 
too early. Advice is any vomiting and diarrhoea should have stopped 48 hours before a return to 
school or work, and Influenza can be at least 5 days, if not longer.  
 

Nga mihi, 
Bronwyn and the Riversdale Staff 
 

mailto:office@riversdale.school.nz


 

Ahakoa whati te manga, e takoto ana anō te kohiwi 
Although the branch is broken off, the trunk remains 

 
 

Polyfest Information 
The whole school is attending the Polyfest in Invercargill on Monday 24th August  to perform as part 
of the Riversdale Kapa Haka group. All children need to meet in the School Hall at 8.50 am on Monday 
24th August . We will then depart from school at approximately 9.05am and meet at Stadium Southland 
at 10.15am. 
Parents who are coming, please come to the School Hall at 8.50am so we can organise children into 
their allocated vehicles to be transported to Invercargill. 
 
Schedule: Approximate times 
   9.05 am  Leave School 

10.15am arrive by cars 
Go to velodrome to eat from 10.15am-10.50am 
10.50am         go out the back to get changed (we need this amount of time as we have a large number of 
children to dress. 
11.55pm         perform (20 minutes) 
12.20 pm       get changed quickly and  then watch performances if time allows 
1.30pm           departing to head back to school. 

 
Children will need: 

-​ A packed lunch (no heat ups) 
-​ A drink bottle 
-​ Girls need to wear their hair half in and half out (Please pack their hair brush in case their hair 

needs fixed after the car ride). 
-​ Girls need plain black shorts (preferably bike shorts/tighter shorts) and a plain black thin 

strapped singlet to wear under their dress. (The dress and neck bands are given out at the 
stadium). 

-​ Boys need a pair of plain black shorts. (They will be given a Riversdale t-shirt the day before that 
they will need to bring on the day and Kapa Haka sash will be given out at the stadium). 
 

●​ All Polyfest uniforms need to be handed back in after the performance. 
 

All Parents/Caregivers who are watching the performance need to bring a gold coin donation to give 
upon entry. 
 
* Please note - The performances are live streamed on the website and some photos may be added to 
their facebook page. Our performance time is 11:55am 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1850320365380104/  

Website: https://www.miharo.co.nz/murihiku-polyfest-livestream-2026  

 

All those taking cars and other children with you to Polyfest please pop in to school with your drivers 
licenses so we can check you off the list. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1850320365380104/
https://www.miharo.co.nz/murihiku-polyfest-livestream-2026


 
Kei te pai - Well done!  You all displayed the school values so well. 

Certificates from Week 4 

 
 STAR OF THE WEEK Te Reo Māori Learner of the Week 

Room 7 Harry Edie 

Room 6 Lucy C Cruz 

Room 5 Indie Ruby 

Room 4 Phoebe Frankii 

Room 3 Freya Darcy 

Room 2 Mitchell Chayan 

Room 1 Charlotte Bethany 

 

Coming Up…. 

Term 3 (keep an eye on the Hero Calendar) 
24th August ​ Polyfest in Invercargill 
1st - 4th September​ Life Education 
11th September​ Super Hero day - information later in the term 
14th -16th September​ Year 5 & 6 Camp to Bannockburn 
24th September​ Community Assembly, 1:30pm in the Hall 
25th September​ Last day of term 3​  

 
 

Term 4 
12th October​ Term 4 starts 
6 November​ Riversdale School Pet Day  



 
Congratulations to these boys who have been selected for the Southland Country Rugby team in 

their age group. 
 
 

 
 

Pinecones For Sale 
We still have heaps of bags of pineconces for sale. Winter is coming! If you would like 
to purchase pinecones, come on down and grab them from school. They are 1x bag 

for $5 and 4x bags for $15. 
 



School Buses 
Our four bus drivers are Jan Robertson, Michael Lobb, Rhonda Wilson and Susanne Davis 
Please inform the driver if your child is off the bus in the morning. 
Jan Robertson – 027 6088203     (Kaweku - Yellow Bus) 
Michael Lobb – 027 3725785       (Wendon - Green Bus) 
Rhonda Wilson - 027 2578895     (Waipounamu - Blue Bus) 
Susanne Davis - 022 1363509      (Mandeville - Red Bus) 
 
Please do not make any alternative arrangements with your child’s bus driver without first checking with the school as 
our bus routes are set by the Ministry of Education and we are unable to go outside of our transport zone to drop 
students in different places. We are aware that some of our buses do travel past houses on the driver’s way home, 
unfortunately this does not mean they are able to drop off students. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
be in touch with the school. 

 

 
 

Playground Fundraiser - Riversdale $2000 Grocery Giveaway 
The Riversdale Grocery Giveaway is underway - and there is a huge $2000 in grocery vouchers up 
for grabs! 

Tickets are just $6 each – and can be easily purchased  online at 
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BDZC or scan the QR code on the image. 

Each child has 15 tickets to sell. We're currently sitting at just over 50% sold so we need your help to 
make this fundraiser a success. Please share with friends, family, neighbours — everyone counts! The 
winners will be drawn at the next school assembly. 

 
 
Riversdale Beanies - $35 
To order email riversdalehas@gmail.com . 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.trybooking.com_nz_BDZC&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lEJAY8uYyqRMzp1RaRQt0KRX0EgsZTmBIse72kSFlYE&m=HLBGUHzkANUeiQDKHkSfeDKhXzgalJ0m6z8_6bLWXOb5lG1XPRdeHJAtsp-SyZKU&s=CfZgddKn26IoSqXJkrvwzlvcuqLO2Pc801VlAqRxNJw&e=


 

Facebook Page 
Please join our Facebook page ‘Riversdale Home and School’ to keep up to date with all our latest 
info. 

Thanks 

Home & School Committee – Kelly-Anne, Nicole, Ronee, Julie & Jenna. 

 
RIVERSDALE SCHOOL & COMMUNITY POOL 

 
Community Notices 

Southland Orienteering 
Call into our stand at the Expo this Sunday, try out our Orienteering Trivia course around the Mall and 
support the other 22 stalls. 
 
Details for the day can be found at  https://www.facebook.com/events/2490917334754170 
 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_events_2490917334754170&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lEJAY8uYyqRMzp1RaRQt0KRX0EgsZTmBIse72kSFlYE&m=YDUOqAyEqj9-aBkJL3XXE3Dpw9uWcDl-G0e6hQKYXm2DzUg8LCyq6RrGeRs54D2J&s=NjGcRsuYWZFG3zMB0IfDSIcJ_Tg7CLE2N5cqo1_5ARM&e=


 
 

  


